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JR-lSSB-2877: Declaration of Support for the Signing of the Real Food Campus Commitment
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Whereas:

The Student Government of the University of North Florida was established to represent student concerns in all
University wide matters, and;
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\v'hereas:

The Senate is the legislative body of the University of North Florida's Student Government given the responsibility
of carrying out such legislative acts that are necessary and proper for the Student Body of the University of North
Florida, and;
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\v'hereas:

The University of North Florida, and therefore the Senate of the University of North Florida's Student
Government, is committed to values that promote the welfare and positive transformation of individuals,
communities, and societies. Those values are: (1) the pursuit of truth and knowledge carried out in the spirit of
intellectual and artistic freedom; (2) ethical conduct; (3) community engagement; ( 4) diversity; (5) responsibility to
the natural environment; and (6) mutual respect and civility. These values were officially adopted by the Board of
Trustees in 2007 and inform the vision, mission and goals of the university, and;
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\v'hereas:

The University of North Florida's commitment to value ethical conduct, as well as the pursuit of truth and
knowledge, clearly aligns with the Real Food Campus Commitments establishment of a transparent reporting
system, including the Real Food Calculator, to assess food procurement for the Student Body of the University of
North Florida; and;
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\v'hereas:

The Real Food Challenge creates the groundwork for a food system, currently in use by over 130 colleges and
universities across the Nation, which values responsibility to the natural environment, and;
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\v'hereas:

The Senate of the University of North Florida's Student Government recognizes that by the University of North
Florida signing the Real Food Campus Commitment, our institution will commit to invest in the use of local/
regional, ecologically sustainable, humane and fair foods. This will in turn benefit not only the daily lives of current
students, but also the recruitment and retention of new students, foster university-community relations by
supporting the livelihoods of family farmers and food chain workers, and place the University of North Florida in
alignment with leading colleges and universities across the country.
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Therefore:

We, the Senate of the University of North Florida's Student Government, request that the University of North
Florida sign the Real Food Campus Commitment, thereby committing the University of North Florida to take the
following steps in pursuit of "real food" on campus:
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1.

Commit to annually increasing procurement of "real food" -defined as local/ community-based, fair,
ecologically sound, and/ or humane by the Real Food Calculator--so as to meet or exceed 20% of food
purchases by 2020.
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2.

Commit to establishing a transparent reporting system, including the Real Food Calculator, to assess food
procurement and commit to compiling these assessment results in an annual progress report.
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3.

Commit to forming a food systems working group (comprised of students, staff, faculty, food service
managers, food service workers, and relevant local stakeholders) responsible for developing and coordinating
the implementation of an official real food policy and multi-year action plan.
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4.

Commit to making the real food policy, multi-year action plan, and annual progress report publicly available
online and through the Real Food Challenge.
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5.

Furthermore:

Commit to increasing awareness about ecologically sustainable, humane, and socially equitable food systems on
campus through co-curricular activities, cafeteria-based education, and other appropriate means.

Upon signing the aforementioned commitment, we commit to the following tasks:
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1.

Within one month, complete the Baseline Campus Food Survey.
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2.

Within three months, confirm with Relevant parties that all contracts with distributors, food service providers,
and on-campus vendors will be amended in future RFP or renewal processes to align with the new real food
policy and multi-year action plan.
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3.

Within six months, initiate a student-led assessment of campus food procurement using the Real Food
Calculator.
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4.

Within twelve months, adopt a comprehensive real food policy and begin executing a multi-year action plan
with annual benchmarks.

13
14

5.

Within twelve months, produce one substantive communications piece converting the ongoing Real Food
Commitment efforts.
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Therefore:

Let this resolution reflect the execution of the duty of this Student Government to
represent the concerns and act on the better interests of the Student Body at-large, and;
Furthermore, let this resolution be forwarded to President Delaney, Vice President for
Administration and Finance Shuman, Vice President for Student and International
Affairs Gonzalez, and to the Student Body at-large in an open letter.
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